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NATURAL DISASTERS
Any event or force of nature that has
catastrophic consequences and causes
damage or the potential to cause a crisis to a
CAP customer. This includes an avalanche,
landslide, earthquake, flood, forest or bush fire,

cyclone, hurricane, tornado, tsunami, volcanic
eruption, or other similar natural events that give
rise to a crisis if noted and agreed by
FocusPoint.
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MOST "SIGNIFICANT" EVENTS
• India: Maharashtra Floods and Landslides
• Nigeria: Adamawa, Bauchi and Jigawa Floods
• Sudan: River Nile, al-Qadarif Floods

• Germany: North Rhine-Westphalia Floods
• USA: Northeastern Floods
• Haiti: Saint-Louis du Sud Earthquake
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TERRORISM / CONFLICT
Terrorism means an act, including but not
limited to the use of force or violence and/or the
threat thereof, of any person or group(s) of
persons, whether acting alone or on behalf of or
in connection with any organization(s) or

government(s),
committed
for
political,
religious, ideological or similar purposes,
including the intention to influence any
government and/or to put the public, or any
section of the public, in fear.
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MOST "SIGNIFICANT" EVENTS
• Afghanistan: War in Afghanistan
• Nigeria: Bandit Rampage
• Ethiopia: Ethiopian Conflict

• Armenia and Azerbaijani Conflict
• No Incidents to Report
• Colombia: Colombian Clashes
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POLITICAL THREAT / CIVIL UNREST
The threat of action designed to influence the
government or an international governmental
organization or to intimidate the public, or a
section of the public; to advance a political,
religious, racial, or ideological cause. For the

purposes of this travel assistance plan, a
political threat is extended to mean civil threats
caused by riots, strikes, or civil commotion.
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MOST "SIGNIFICANT" EVENTS
• Thailand: Anti-Government Protests
• France: Anti-Vaccination Passport Protests
• USA: Far-Right Groups vs. Antifa Clashes

• Guinea: Coup d'état
• Lebanon: Basic Supplies Shortage Protests
• Brazil: Pro and Anti-Bolsonaro Protests

CIVIL UNREST
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NUMBER OF TYPE OF INCIDENTS
Political Violence

14
Protest

460
Violent Protest

5

NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY REGION
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THAILAND: ANTI-GOVERNMENT
PROTESTS

sides. The government has moved to legislate
to restrict freedoms and crackdown on dissent
using increasing emergency powers.

Thailand has experienced widespread protests
since early 2020. The protests began as
anti-government demonstrations, requesting
the resignation of Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha, and morphed into unprecedented
protests for reform of the Thai monarchy. The
demonstrations were initially triggered by the
dissolution of the Future Forward Party, which
was critical to the Prime Minister, the changes
to the Thai constitution in 2017, and the
country's political landscape that had resulted
from it. The government response to protests
has been aggressive and violent from both

The protests have been intermittent and
significantly impacted by COVID-19 and have
flared up for the fourth time in August 2021.
Police regularly use tear gas, water cannons,
and rubber bullets to control and disperse
protestors. In Bangkok, the Din Daeng
neighborhood saw daily protests through
August and September as youth protestors
often clashed with police, who responded with
tear gas and rubber bullets. These protests may
well be the beginning of a growing divide
between Thai citizens and the authorities,
historically ending in bloodshed.

ASIA PACIFIC. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Afghanistan
Australia
Bangladesh
French Polynesia
Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Japan
Malaysia
Myanmar
New Caledonia
Pakistan
Philippines
South Korea
Sri Lanka
Thailand

1
1

3

4
5
2
2
1

3
4

13
14

13

66
12

32
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GUINEA: COUP D'ÉTAT
On September 5th, soldiers from the National
Committee for Reconciliation and Development
(CNRD) entered the Presidential Palace in
Conakry and detained President Alpha Condé
following brief clashes with the Autonomous
Presidential Security Battalion (BASP), which
left at least eight people killed. Colonel Mamady
Doumbouya, leader of the CNRD, ordered the
closure of all borders and the imposition of a
nationwide curfew beginning at 20:00 local
time, along with the dissolution of the
government and constitution. Military forces
also temporarily blocked access to Greater
Conakry near Coyah on September 5. On
September 6, the military junta reopened the
borders, and the curfew has since been relaxed
to run from 00:00-05:00 local time/GMT.

Opposition protests erupted in Conakry
following the ouster of Condé, and further
demonstrations in support of the coup have
since taken place in the capital as well as in
Labé and Kankan. The CNRD has since banned
all protests in favor of the coup. On October 1,
Colonel Doumbouya was sworn in as interim
president, and military commanders were set to
replace regional governors as part of the
CNRD's
transitional
government.
Non-compliance with the new regime's plans
will be considered rebellion, running the risk of
an increased crackdown on Condé loyalists and
supporters. Further protests for and against the
coup remain possible in the near term, and
security forces have resorted to violent
dispersal tactics to quell unrest in the past.

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Angola
Burkina Faso
DRC
Guinea
Kenya
Kingdom of eSwatini
Nigeria
Senegal
South Africa
Tanzania
Uganda

1
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2
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1
1
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9
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LEBANON: BASIC SUPPLIES
SHORTAGE PROTESTS
Lebanon has been reeling from an economic
crisis characterized by unreliable electricity,
medicine shortages, a freefalling currency, and
mass petrol shortages. Since June 2021, mass
petrol shortages have triggered significant
disruptions nationwide, with drivers required to
wait in lines for up to 10 hours to fill up their
vehicles. Petrol stations are forced to close
after midday due to the shortages. This has
resulted in many roads across Beirut and other
urban hubs being blocked by kilometers of
vehicles. Brawls, gunfights, and unrest are
common near petrol stations, with workers
often arming themselves with makeshift
weapons such as shovels and large sticks to
fend off impatient drivers.
Electricity in Lebanon has become extremely
unreliable and will often be cut for hours at a
time. Most establishments and private
residences have a backup generator, monitored
and run by the generator syndicate, to provide
power when the government supply cuts.

However, as fuel becomes less readily available,
complete outages are expected with greater
frequency.
Banks and ATMs have become high-risk
locations, with robberies and armed hold-ups
becoming
commonplace.
To
avoid
unpredictable situations at banks and ATMs,
foreign travelers are advised to enter the
country with US dollars to exchange at an
exchange office according to the daily rate.
Due to the current situation, protests tend to be
limited to small-scale gatherings, blocking
roads in Bekaa, Tripoli, or parts of Beirut,
including downtown, the Ring, Tariq el Jdide,
and Corniche al Mazraa or Kola. Security
services are suffering equally with the public.
Their salaries have decreased with the Lira's
devaluation and are therefore less than
enthusiastic about law enforcement. Anticipate
possible disruptions to overland travel and
electricity supply across the country, including
Beirut, as well as related protests because of
increasing shortages.

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Djibouti
Ethiopia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Lebanon
Mali
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
South Sudan
Sudan
Tunisia

3
3
2
4
1
1
2
2
2

5

14

24
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FRANCE: ANTI-VACCINATION
PASSPORT PROTESTS

frame anti-COVID measures as being highly
oppressive while they are standing for freedom.

On July 12, 2021, French President Emmanuel
Macron announced the implementation of a
COVID pass for entry into public venues such as
cafes, restaurants, cinemas, hospitals, nursing
homes, trains, and shopping malls to begin in
August 2021. Two days later, small-scale
protests took place in regions across France
opposing the implementation of the health
pass. The demonstrations turned violent
towards law enforcement, who responded with
tear gas and arrests. These protests have
continued for nine weeks, getting more
significant
with
approximately
240,000
protestors across the country. Protestors often

Anti-COVID measures have attracted much
opposition with protests and violence in many
countries across Europe. The underlying
sentiment of these protests is that COVID-19 is
being used as a tool for governments to restrict
freedoms
permanently
and
implement
authoritarian policies. As the COVID-19
pandemic continues and measures remain in
place, these protests are likely to continue
across Europe.

EUROPE. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Albania
Austria
Belgium
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Czech Republic
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Italy
Latvia

1
1
1
1
1

Lithuania
Netherlands
Poland

2
19

4
2
2

10
7

13

Portugal
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Slovakia
Spain
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom

2
1
1
2

7

8

3
3

7

8
8

16
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USA: FAR-RIGHT GROUPS VS
ANTIFA CLASHES
Portland, Oregon, has been front and center for
protest action over the last year. Beginning with
the racial justice protests in the wake of the
death of George Floyd, the city has seen over a
year of regular protest and counter-protest that
often descends into violence. In recent months,
Portland has become a focal point for conflict
between far-right groups and Antifa activists.
These flare-ups are often intentional, with
protestors coming from outside the city with the
clear intention to get into violent altercations.

Protestors come prepared for these events,
carrying paintball guns, batons, and chemical
sprays. City authorities and the police have
struggled to control and prevent the violent
clashes, with police sometimes at odds with
city leadership. On August 22, events spiraled
out of hand when opposing protest groups
openly clashed, with police being instructed to
take no action or intervene. Journalists are also
often caught in the fray and injured. City
authorities have since backtracked on the
non-intervention policy, but the city is likely to
see continued political violence between these
groups.

DOMESTIC UNITED STATES AND CANADA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Canada
USA

4

19

12

BRAZIL: PRO AND ANTI-BOLSONARO
PROTESTS
Tens of thousands of demonstrators flooded
the streets of Brazil in a show of support on
Independence Day for President Jair Bolsonaro,
who is locked in an all-out political battle with
institutions, including the Supreme Court.
Anti-Bolsonaro protesters also gathered for
massive demonstrations in cities across the
country on Tuesday, September 7th. This made
the annual Independence Day festivities a
high-risk event. With a little more than a year to
go until elections, polls currently put the
far-right president on track to lose.
Bolsonaro, whose popularity is at an all-time
low, is seeking to fire up his base and flex his
political muscle in the face of a flagging
economy, soaring unemployment and inflation,
and a series of investigations targeting him and
his inner circle. With hardline supporters urging
a military intervention to give Bolsonaro
unfettered power, there are fears the rallies
could turn violent.
Five days after Jair Bolsonaro led pro-coup
demonstrations on September 7th, protesters

LATIN AMERICA. NUMBER OF
INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY
Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Cuba
Guatemala
Haiti
Martinique
Mexico
Martinique

1

5

2

3
1
1

3

11

4
4
5

took to the streets of at least 18 capitals and in
Brasília on September 12 to press for the
president's impeachment. The elections are not
until next October, but Mr. Bolsonaro's approval
ratings have dropped to an all-time low.
Security forces had to set up a heavy cordon
around the square flanked by the presidential
palace, Congress, and the Supreme Court,
where
hundreds
of
pro-Bolsonaro
demonstrators tore down a police blockade late
on Monday, September 6th. A group of more
than 150 heads of state, ministers, and
lawmakers from 26 nations issued a statement
expressing concern that the rallies in Brazil had
the potential to turn into an "insurrection" that
could undermine democratic norms in the
largest nation in Latin America.
Avoid all protests and areas with concentrations
of security forces. Protest action should be
avoided as these situations can be highly
volatile. Anticipate possible travel and service
disruptions, including the suspension of public
transport nationwide.
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NUMBER OF TYPE OF INCIDENTS
Airstrike
Artillery Shelling
Attack
Clashes 143
Curfew 13
Drone Attack 13
Explosion 145
Kabul 12
Military Operations
Rocket Attack 19
Taliban
Terrorism
US Withdraw 1
Violence

5

9
37

143

13
13
5

1

145

12
19

40
40
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NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY REGION

14

0

297

152

82
15

Asia Pacific
Sub-Saharan Africa
Middle East and North Africa
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Domestic United States and Canada
Latin America
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WAR IN AFGHANISTAN
The initial US-led invasion overthrew the Taliban
from power in 2001 following the September 11
attacks on US soil. In 2020, the US negotiated a
deal with the Taliban, signing a Doha
Agreement, which stipulated the withdrawal of
all NATO forces from Afghanistan. The
agreement brought an end to the two decades
of occupation by the US and other foreign
countries, paving the way for the Taliban's
advance. Consequently, the Taliban launched a
sweeping offensive attack against government
forces resulting in the complete collapse of the
Afghan government. On August 15th, 2021, the
Taliban seized Kabul after taking control of all
major cities in Afghanistan. The Taliban

solidified control of the country in their efforts
to install a Taliban government. On August 25, a
dire warning was issued by the US State
Department, encouraging all Americans in close
proximity to the airport to leave immediately.
Soon after, a large explosion occurred outside
of Kabul's airport, Hamid Karzai International, in
the proximity of Abbey Gate, amidst ongoing
military operations. US officials indicated that a
suicide bomber was the cause, which killed 60
Afghans and 13 US soldiers. The attack came as
the US and its coalition forces neared 100,000
evacuees. On August 30th, the US removed all
military forces from Afghanistan, ending a
20-year war that claimed over 170,000 lives and
cost over $2 trillion.

ASIA PACIFIC. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
India
Indonesia
Kyrgyzstan
Malaysia
Myanmar
New Zealand
Pakistan
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Tajikistan
Thailand
Uzbekistan

1
5
2
1
1
1

8
2
4
3

154
36

33
46
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NIGERIA: BANDIT RAMPAGE
In Nigeria, suspected armed bandits have killed
dozens of people and damaged property in
various communities in Zangon Kataf of Kaduna
State. The attackers killed 42 people in 12
villages between July 10-15th. Hundreds of
houses, property, and vehicles have also been
destroyed in the incidents. Armed banditry is
one of the primary security threats in central
and northern Nigeria. Conflicts are driven by
competition for access to resources such as
grazing areas and water.

Further complicating the situation, the conflicts
often have a communal component to them,
which in turn fuels rounds of reprisal attacks
between various communities. The rampant
violence has sparked concerns that the region
of Maiduguri is fallow ground for extremist
groups to move in and take advantage of the
absence of governance to foment insurgency.
Nigeria is already fighting a 12-year battle with
Islamist extremists Boko Haram and Islamic

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
CAR
DRC
Kenya
Mozambique
Nigeria

14

3

11

6
5

7

12
22
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ETHIOPIA: ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT
August saw heavy fighting between Tigrayan
and Ethiopian government forces, including
Ethiopia's allied forces from its Amhara region
and Eritrea. On August 30th, Tigrayan forces
recaptured the regional capital, Mekelle, taking
thousands of Ethiopian soldiers prisoner. The
federal government withdrew and declared a
unilateral ceasefire, citing many reasons,
including allowing essential aid. Early in the
fighting,
people
in
Tigray
suffered
indiscriminate
bombing
by
Ethiopian

government forces, killing and forcing
thousands to flee to Sudan or elsewhere in
Ethiopia. Over the following months, Ethiopia,
Eritrea, and Amhara troops burned crops, looted
homes, and committed extrajudicial killings.
Ten days of horror occurred in Axum, where
Ethiopian and Eritrean forces shelled and
conducted a widespread pillaging of the town
and health centers. Eritrean troops responded
to an ambush by massacring scores of
residents in their homes and on the street,
including children.

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Chad
Egypt
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Jordan
Lebanon

2

5

3

16

4
1

10
6
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Libya
Mali
Niger
Oman
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
South Sudan
Sudan
Syria

4
10

2

12

10
6

8

17
14
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ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJANI
CONFLICT
There have been no events that would present
an extreme or even high risk to travelers in
Europe. However, there have been several
incidents in July in Aghdam District, where
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces clashed again
in Azerbaijan's Tovus, Gadabay, Nakhchivan,
and Shusha districts. The Azerbaijani engineers
tried to advance their military positions near
Yeraskh in the Nakhchivan section of the
Armenia–Azerbaijan border, which caused

further conflict. On July 23rd, an Azerbaijani
soldier was killed by Armenian snipers in
Kalbajar District, near the Armenia–Azerbaijan
border. The Azerbaijani side had started shelling
Yeraskh, using mortars and grenade launchers,
causing an Armenian soldier to get killed and
the community leader of Yeraskh to get
wounded. The Azerbaijani Defense Ministry
stated that an Azerbaijani soldier stationed near
Heydarabad was injured during the clashes and
added that the "responsibility for creating
tension along the state border of the two
countries lies entirely with Armenia.”

EUROPE. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Armenia
Azerbaijan
Russia

1

4
4

Serbia
Turkey
Ukraine

1
1

3
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COLOMBIA: COLOMBIAN CLASHES
In Colombia, despite a reduction in armed
clashes between military forces and armed
groups, at least 23 fatalities were reported
between September 11-17th. Seven members of
the Gulf Clan were killed during clashes against
state forces in Antioquia. In Chocó, military
forces carried out an operation against the
National Liberation Army (ELN), resulting in six
ELN members being killed and three more
wounded. Additionally, five soldiers were killed,
and six more were injured during fighting in
Arauca. Authorities accused members of the
ELN and a dissident faction of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) of jointly
conducting the attack. The motive is unclear,
although armed groups linked to the National
Liberation Army (ELN) and Revolutionary Armed

Forces of Colombia (FARC) dissidents are
known to operate in the areas, as do drug
trafficking gangs. The ELN is disputing the
departments of Cauca and Arauca, recognized
as the last guerrilla group in Colombia, made up
of dissident FARC members who refused to join
the 2016 peace agreement. The government
signed a peace deal with the left-wing
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) five years ago, but some members who
disagreed with the agreement broke away. In
July,
dissident
FARC
rebels
claimed
responsibility for an attack on a helicopter
carrying President Iván Duque and a car
bombing outside an army base in the northern
city of Cúcuta, in which 36 people were injured.
Colombia has been experiencing some of the
worst attacks by armed groups since the peace
deal was signed.

LATIN AMERICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Colombia

15

NATURAL DISASTERS
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NUMBER OF TYPE OF INCIDENTS
Earthquake 12
Floods 63
Heavy rainfall 35
Landslides 15
Lightning strike 2
Mudslide 2
Sinkholes 1
Thunderstorms 1
Tornado 2
Tropical Storm 33
Typhoon 3
Volcanic Eruption 2
Wildfires 35

12

1
1

35

15

2
2

63

2

33

3
2

35

NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY REGION
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4
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INDIA: MAHARASHTRA FLOODS
AND LANDSLIDES
On July 27th, heavy rainfall brought floods and
landslides, which affected 1028 villages across
Ratnagiri, Raigad, Kolhapur, Thane, Sangli,
Satara, Sindhudurg, Pune, Wardha, and
suburban areas of Mumbai. Over 40 roads were

submerged, and a bridge on the Vashishti river
at Chiplun was severely damaged. Updated
reports indicated that at least 192 people died,
and dozens of others were missing. Meanwhile,
upwards of 375,178 residents were displaced
from their homes or evacuated from low-lying,
flooded and landslide-hit areas of Maharashtra
state.

ASIA PACIFIC. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Cambodia
China
Guam
India
Indonesia
Japan
Kyrgyzstan
Malaysia
Myanmar
Nepal

1
3

4
12

1

17

3
1

17

2
4
4

New Zealand
North Korea
Pakistan
Philippines
Singapore
South Korea
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Thailand
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vietnam

2
2
1

1

2
2
2
2
2

5

4

6
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NIGERIA: ADAMAWA, BAUCHI
AND JIGAWA FLOODS
On August 18th, local officials indicated that at
least 26 people were killed and hundreds more
displaced following the flooding in Adamawa,
Bauchi, and Jigawa states since August 11th.

Over 1,500 houses and farms were damaged,
and 380 households had been affected or
displaced. Several roads were inundated, and
bridges collapsed in the worst-affected areas of
Guri, Gwaram, Kirfi, and Shelleng local
government areas (LGAs).

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRYN

Cameroon
Nigeria
Uganda

1
1

2
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SUDAN: RIVER NILE,
AL-QADARIF FLOODS
Updated reports indicate that at least 87 people
were killed and 67 injured in floods triggered by
heavy rainfall as of September 13th due to the

rainy season, which remains ongoing. Some
35,000 homes have been damaged or destroyed
across the country, including in River Nile and
al-Qadarif states. Local authorities report that
102,000 people have been affected or displaced
since the start of the rainy season.

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Algeria
Chad
Ethiopia
Iran
Israel

1
1
1

Lebanon

2

Niger

3

South Sudan
Sudan

1
1

2
2
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GERMANY: NORTH
RHINE-WESTPHALIA FLOODS
From July 14 to 18th, floods in Western
Germany wreaked havoc, killing at least 159
people and leaving hundreds more missing.
Approximately 100,000 homes were left without

power, and rail services were suspended due to
various instances of infrastructure damage. The
A1 and A61 motorways were blocked at multiple
points
in
NRW,
and
the
Cologne-Wuppertal-Hagen-Dortmund line was
closed to rail traffic, and the water supply was
cut in Stolberg.

EUROPE. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Belgium
Cyprus
Germany
Greece
Italy
Luxembourg

1

1

3
2

Netherlands

4
4

Poland
Russia
Spain
Sweden
Turkey

1
1
1

3

5
5
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USA: NORTHEASTERN FLOODS
In early September, remnants of Hurricane Ida
dumped flooding rain and spawned tornadoes
across Northeastern USA. At least 27 people
were killed in New Jersey, 13 others in New York
City, 12 in Louisiana, 5 in Pennsylvania, and one
in Connecticut and Maryland. Flood warnings
were across central Middlesex, Bergen, Essex,

Hudson, Passaic, and Union counties in New
Jersey, and Bronx, Nassau, Rockland, and
Westchester counties in New York. The storm
also left approximately 8,000 people without
power across New York, and subway lines were
suspended.

DOMESTIC UNITED STATES AND CANADA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Canada
USA

7

24

27

HAITI: SAINT-LOUIS DU SUD
EARTHQUAKE
At least 1,941 people died, and some 6,900
others were injured, with over 37,300 structures
destroyed in the Grande-Anse, Nippes, Sud, and
Nord-Ouest departments, including in Les
Cayes, Les Anglais, Jeremie, Maniche, and

Arniquet, following a 7.2-magnitude earthquake
near Saint-Louis du Sud on August 14th. Rescue
operations were hindered by flooding caused by
the tropical storm, Grace in the aftermath. The
United States Geological Survey (USGS) initially
issued a tsunami warning, which was later
canceled.

LATIN AMERICA. NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY

Argentina
Barbados
Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba
Cayman Islands
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Grenada
Guatemala
Haiti
Jamaica
Martinique
Mexico
Peru
St. Lucia
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Venezuela

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2

3
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